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BY ZACHARY MORRIS
THE PARTHENON
For the past 18 years, The 
Stonewall nightclub has kept 
club-goers coming back for 
more with a variety of  enter-
tainment, dance music and 
overall atmosphere.
In 2004, The Stonewall, lo-
cated at 820 Seventh Avenue, 
was taken over by current 
owners, Keith Combs and 
Eric Gorczyca, who have 
since made several reno-
vations including updated 
bathrooms, an expansion 
on the lounge upstairs and 
a complete remodel of  the 
showroom where the drag 
queens perform.
The Stonewall is known 
in Huntington for its female 
impersonators, or — drag 
queens. They currently 
have four house queens — 
meaning they perform four 
nights a week and iden-
tify The Stonewall as their 
home nightclub. Those 
four house queens are 
Laya Layta, Sasha Ryann, 
Aubree Ryann and Olivia 
Knowles. Recently, a new 
house queen was added. 
Roxy Love will start as a 
cast girl May 4.
The club is open Wednes-
day through Sunday. On 
Sunday and Wednesday, the 
club hosts an open stage 
show for those interested 
in female impersonation. 
The club has also started 
hosting a “so you think you 
can drag” competition on 
Wednesdays, where the club 
books each week’s winner 
for that Friday night’s show.
Gorcyzca said he looks for-
ward to expanding the bar 
over the summer and next 
year.
“We want to add about 
20 plasma televisions and 
transform the entire bar into 
a video bar that plays vid-
eos along with the music,” 
Gorczyca said. “We also 
plan on doing some work 
to the show bar, completely 
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TOP: The Stonewall nightclub features disco balls, many stages and entertainment for all 
clubgoers to enjoy. LEFT: The Stonewall co-owner Keith Combs from Huntington purchased the 
club in 2004. He and co-owner Eric Gorczyca have since made several renovations. 
The Stonewall 
offers a variety 
of  entertainment 
for Tri-State
BY ANDREW FROBEL 
THE PARTHENON 
Recent changes to stu-
dent aid programs have 
raised issues and ques-
tions at financial aid 
offices across the country.
A couple years ago, fund-
ing was appropriate for the 
Federal Pell Grant to allow 
students to receive two an-
nual Pells in a given year. 
Director of  financial 
assistance Kathy Bialk 
said when the federal gov-
ernment did this, they 
instituted regulations 
called “crossover rules.” 
“Crossover means you 
can have an award period 
that crosses over two aca-
demic years,” Bialk said. 
“So our summer is a cross-
over award period because 
it crosses over from May to 
August.” 
Bialk said when a cross-
over period occurs, her 
staff  can use either award 
year to decide from which 
they will take financial aid 
money.
“When the Federal 
government came out 
with the two annual Pell 
Grants, the crossover 
regulation rules were put 
into place, and we were 
required to take a look at 
the students Pell Grant,” 
Bialk said. “Look at the 
current year, and look at 
the future year — which-
ever one was higher is 
where we had to take the 
Pell Grant.”
 Last year, the process 
was halted because of  the 
fiscal crisis. Bialk said 
it was extremely frus-
trating for the Office of  
Financial Assistance. 
The Financial Assis-
tance staff  said they felt 
completely irresponsible 
because the government 
opened up the gates to 
appropriate so much 
funding two years ago. 
“I feel like they were 
drunken sailors to do 
that,” Bialk said. “It 
was very off  the wall be-
cause of  our economy’s 
situations.” 
Last summer, the finan-
cial assistance staff  truly 
had no idea what they 
were going to do. The 
crossover rule went into 
temporary suspension, 
and the second annual Pell 
Grant was eliminated. 
“With our nation’s econ-
omy, more people were 
losing their jobs,” Bialk 
said. “More people were 
becoming eligible for Pell 
Grants. We not only had to 
deal with awarding more 
people with Pell Grants 
with their financial situa-
tion, but they said ‘you can 
get two years worth of  Pell 
now in one year.”
According to the U.S. 
Department of  Educa-
tion,  the crossover rule 
was eliminated because 
BY HENRY CULVYHOUSE 
THE PARTHENON 
Invisible Children will 
raise awareness for children 
caught in the crossfire of  
conflicts in central Africa on 
Friday at Harris Riverfront 
Park.  
Invisible Children is an 
organization that raises 
awareness for children 
captured or threatened 
by warlord Joseph Kony’s 
organization, the Lord’s 
Resistance Army.  Invisible 
Children gained national 
prominence in March 
2012 when it released a vi-
ral video entitled “Kony 
2012.” 
Event organizer, Ian 
Sullivan said the event 
would feature bands and 
workshops for writing let-
ters to Congress.  
Sullivan said the goal 
of  the event is to get more 
people active in the cause to 
stop Kony.  
“We’re trying to get people 
motivated to put pressure 
on our world governments 
to make this a top priority,” 
Sullivan said. “Joseph Kony 
is the number one person 
indicted by the international 
criminal court, and we’d like 
to see those warrants come 
to fruition.”  
Sullivan said the event is 
not a fundraiser, but dona-
tions will be accepted.  
“We’re not asking for do-
nations, but we’ll certainly 
take them,” Sullivan said. 
BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON 
The Department of  Art 
and Design are gearing up 
for their end of  the year 
graduate exhibition to take 
place in both the Birke Art 
Gallery on campus and 
Gallery 842 in downtown 
Huntington. 
This year, the exhibition 
will feature three differ-
ent artists by the names of  
Breanna Allen, Jason Kiley 
and Brent Woodard, all of  
whom are working toward 
their master’s degrees. 
This exhibition features 
these artists as their 
pre-professional debut.  
“The program allows 
the students to tailor their 
artistic medium to their 
individual message,” said 
Byron Clercx, chairper-
son of  the art and design 
department. “If  they dis-
cover photography would 
be the most appropriate 
way to show their abilities, 
then they can work in that 
area.”
Clercx said he believes 
Allen will be the pri-
mary artist in the Birke 
Art Gallery while Kiley 
and Woodard will have 
a few sample pieces in it 
as well.  The other two 
artists will be featured in 
Gallery 842, and Allen will 
also have a sample piece in 
that gallery. 
 “That way, they’ll all 
have work in both shows.” 
The artists get their in-
spiration from all types 
of  things including ideas 
about themselves, events, 
people in history or even 
subjects they are interested 
in which.
  “A lot of  my work comes 
from certain ideas about 
myself,”  Kiley said. 
“ I like relatable subjects 
and things that anyone in or 
outside of  an artistic com-
munity can find something 
in,” Woodard said. 
The art to be represented 
during these two shows will 
range from ceramics, paint-
ing, portraits and more. 
 “I’m a painting major so 
I’ll have oil paintings and 
watercolor pieces,” Allen 
said.
“I always start with clay, 
and that generally can 
sometimes lead to other 
materials,” Kiley said.
There are always chal-
lenges when preparing for 
any upcoming show whether 
it’s just not enough time or 
challenges with day-to-day 
life.  
“Creative time 
management, prioritizing 
and having a solid work plan 
before beginning a project be-
comes a necessity.” Woodard 
said.
“I enjoy seeing all the 
people from the Marshall 
community and the local 
community come to these 
shows,” Clercx said. “It’s a 
real cross section of  people 
coming to these shows to 
support the arts.”
This exhibition will be 
open Friday in both the 
campus gallery and down-
town gallery.
Allyson Warner can be 
contacted at warner65@
marshall.edu. 
Event to aid African childrenFinancial aid offices 
question 
changes 
to Federal 
Pell Grant 
See STONEWALL  I  Page 5
See PELL  I  Page 5
See KONY  I  Page 5
Department of Art and Design to display senior projects 
PAGE 2 — Lambda 
shows “PARIAH” as 
part of  pride week 
2012 
PAGE 3 — feature story 
on Olivia Knowles, 
female impersonator at 
The Stonewall
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BY REBECCA STEPHENS
THE PARTHENON
Book lovers rejoice. This is the 
week for you as the Ohio River Book 
Festival kicks off  its week of  events 
today.
The Ohio River Book Festival is 
a biennial festival, which began in 
2002, that advocates literacy in the 
Tri-State area, as well as showcases 
local and national authors through 
numerous events over the course of  
a week’s time.
The festival begins Friday at the 
Big Sandy Superstore Arena Confer-
ence Center with a book signing by 
local authors and a presentation by 
keynote author, Huntington native 
and Marshall University alumnus, 
Julia Keller. Both events begin at 6:30 
p.m.
Christine Lewis, acquisitions li-
brarian for Marshall libraries, has 
worked with the festival every year 
and helps to suggest authors for the 
week’s events.
“It’s always a source of  pride when 
I look at this and think, ‘I’m the 
person that suggested this author,’” 
Lewis said. “So, that’s always a nice 
thing. There’s gratification there to 
be part of  that.”
Lewis said the festival was origi-
nally a one-day event at the Big 
Sandy Superstore Arena Conference 
Center, but has evolved into a week-
long series of  events that take place 
at different venues throughout the 
community.
“By having it spread out over a 
week – even if  I’m busy on a Satur-
day or a Sunday – there are still other 
events throughout the week I can en-
joy,” Lewis said.
Lewis said the festival has events 
for both adults and children. One 
event for children is a performance 
by the Madcap Puppets, which will 
take place in the Don Morris Room 
in the Memorial Student Center on 
Wednesday.
The Madcap Puppets first came 
to Marshall in 2010, Lewis said.
“To see four or five hundred kids 
in the Don Morris room sitting on 
the floor completely still, completely 
mesmerized by these life-sized 
puppets was amazing,” Lewis said. 
“It’s a really good event.”
The second keynote author at-
tending the festival is William 
Vollmann. 
The idea to bring Vollmann to 
Huntington began with Laura Mi-
chele Diener, assistant professor of  
history at Marshall.
Diener said she taught a class last 
semester about Icelandic novels 
and wanted to bring Vollmann to 
campus to speak as he has written 
an Icelandic novel, “The Ice-Shirt,” 
but realized the visit would need to 
involve more than speaking to one 
class.
Diener said she began talking to 
people in different departments 
to arrange a campus-wide visit for 
Vollmann and then partnered with 
the festival as it coincided with Voll-
mann’s visit.
“He’s one of  those people who’s 
sort of  a legend in his own time, as 
opposed to after his death,” Diener 
said. “He writes many things I think 
Marshall students and the Hunting-
ton community would be interested 
in.”
Diener said one of  the 
events Vollmann will be a 
part of  for Marshall includes 
a visit to an honors seminar she 
teaches about Vollmann.
Vollmann’s event for the festi-
val will take place at 6:45 p.m. 
Thursday at the Huntington 
Museum of  Art.
Diener said prior to helping or-
ganize Vollmann’s visit, she had 
no involvement with the festival 
but hopes this changes in the 
future.
“Now that I’m involved in it, 
I think it’s a really great thing,” 
Diener said. “I’d like to work 
more with it. I think it’s a really 
good opportunity for students as 
well so I’d like to work on getting 
more students involved.”
A full schedule of  the festival’s 
events can be found at ohioriver-
books.org.
Rebecca Stephens can 
be contacted at 
stephens107@mar-
shall.edu.
Book festival to take readers by storm
POLICE BLOTTER
BY ALLYSON WARNER
THE PARTHENON 
The following crimes were reported to the Marshall University Police De-
partment between April 13-17.
April 13 a Honda CR-V was damaged while parked in a campus parking lot. 
The owner found a large dent on the front passenger door, as well as indenta-
tions and scratches on the back passenger door. There are no suspects at this 
time. 
April 15 a female reported to the police that she was being harassed.  The 
victim was receiving threatening text messages, as well as visible damage to 
her vehicle.  The victim found keys and nails placed under the vehicle.  There 
are no suspects at this time. 
April 15 an unknown person stole several plants from the physical plant park-
ing lot.  The suspects stole seven dragon wings, nine petunias, as well as four 
vinca plants.  The area was locked at the time the crime occurred.  There are 
no suspects at this time. 
April 17 an Audi A4 was damaged while parked in a campus parking lot.  The 
owner found dents and scratches on the driver side door, and were also found 
on the bumper and the rear door handle.  There are no suspects at this time. 
Allyson Warner can be contacted at warner65@marshall.edu.  
BY HILARY FREEMAN
THE PARTHENON
The Carnegie Mellon CRE-
ATE Lab has partnered with 
the June Harless Center 
again to bring brand new wa-
ter technology to classrooms 
in West Virginia.
The Carnegie Mellon CRE-
ATE Lab or the Community 
Robotics, Education and 
Technology Empowerment 
lab, will be introducing Wa-
terBot to Huntington High 
School and other schools in 
the near future. 
‘WaterBot’ is a robot in-
tended to be placed in a water 
source and is able to read the 
water quality of  that source.
“WaterBot is a low cost 
way to monitor the quality of  
water,” said Carrie-Meghan 
Quick-Blanco, language and 
international studies spe-
cialist for the June Harless 
Center. “Water quality equip-
ment can often cost $2,500 or 
more. The WaterBot costs 
$150.” 
The WaterBot will send 
the information it collects 
from the water source to any 
computer with the software 
installe — WaterBot Viewer – 
that is passing by.
Although the exact water 
contaminant or cause of  the 
bad quality is not reported, 
the fact that something is in 
there at all can be reported 
and then explored further 
if  needed, Quick-Blanco 
said. 
“The WaterBot is unique 
because it has a way to 
wirelessly upload the infor-
mation to a public website 
quick,” Blanco said. “Next 
week we are going out to 
Greenbottom Swamp and 
we are going to install our 
own WaterBot. Although 
there is no wireless out in 
the swamp, anytime we 
drive by Greenbottom with 
our computer and, with the 
software installed, it will 
automatically upload the 
information to WaterBot.
org.” 
The sites of  the WaterBots 
must be visited at least once 
every two weeks because 
it can hold only two weeks’ 
worth of  information. 
It works by sending mea-
surements of  the water 
temperature and conductiv-
ity to the computers by using 
sensors installed in the robot, 
the CREATE Lab website 
said.
The WaterBot is eco-
friendly with the ability to run 
for nearly one year on one set 
of  batteries as well as having 
no adverse effect on the habi-
tat in which it functions. 
WaterBot will be useful 
to a variety of  users such as 
students, scientists, farm-
ers, wildlife and fishing 
commissions and any other 
water-quality concerned 
citizens and will be available 
commercially tentatively 
next spring, Quick-Blanco 
said. 
The CREATE Lab is a 
satellite partner of  the 
June Harless Center and 
has helped introduce prod-
ucts like GigaPan, Arts and 
Bots and Message Me into 
local schools to increase 
children’s interest in science.
The June Harless Center 
will be hosting training for 
area teachers sometime in 
the upcoming summer for 
WaterBot so the educators 
can begin using the technol-
ogy and incorporate this into 
their curriculum. 
In Huntington, water-qual-
ity is especially important 
to monitor because of  the 
position on the river gives 
Huntington and the area 
water from industrial areas. 
Huntington gets all of  the 
runoff  and contaminants 
from Pittsburgh, Park-
ersburg, Charleston and 
whoever else is along the 
river, Quick-Blanco said. 
“It is important that water-
quality is public because it is 
not a secret and so everyone 
needs to know exactly what is 
going on the quality of  their 
water,” Quick-Blanco said. 
“You can take it to your local 
representative and say, look 
we have a problem with wa-
ter quality here.”
The partnership of  the 
CREATE Lab and the Har-
less Center to use all of  
these new technologies is 
made possible by a grant 
from Claude Worthington 
New robotic water technology 
introduced to W.Va. classrooms
PHOTO COURTESY OF WATERBOT.ORG
See ROBOTICS I  Page 5
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The Marshall University 
LAMBDA Society showed the 
film “Pariah” on Wednesday 
night as part of  Pride Week 
2012.
The film follows a 17-year 
old African-American girl in 
New York City, who is in the 
process of  embracing her 
identity as a lesbian, despite 
the disapproval of  her mother. 
“We chose ‘Pariah’ because 
it was done really well,” Lind-
say Davis, vice president of  
the LAMBDA Society said. 
“It’s really relatable to some-
one that has gone through the 
coming out process.”
The movie examines many 
of the problems the main 
character faces being gay 
in the African-American 
community. With the support 
of  her openly gay best friend 
and eventually her father and 
sister, she overcomes her 
problems and begins to thrive. 
 “The movie was very real 
– it captures what its like to 
come out,” Marcus Fiora-
vante, history major, said. 
“Even though I didn’t face 
those challenges, I remember 
those feelings.”
The film is an expansion 
of  an award winning  short 
film of  the same name made 
in 2007. It premiered at the 
2011 Sundance Film Festi-
val, where it was awarded 
the Excellence in Cinema-
tography Award. It has won 
six other awards from vari-
ous film associations and 
has been nominated for 
many more. 
LAMBDA Society 
features film as 
part of Pride Week
The WaterBot monitors the quality of water. This robot will be introduced 
to W.Va. public schools, including Huntington High. 
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Earlier this spring, Ol-
ivia Knowles, female 
impersonator for The Stone-
wall nightclub, applied to 
be a part of  the fifth season 
of  “RuPaul’s Drag Race,” 
a competition among drag 
queens to become the next 
drag superstar.
Knowles started perform-
ing at The Stonewall seven 
years ago in August 2005. She 
said she originally did it as a 
joke, and that it transformed 
into her career.
“I remember the first time 
I came to do it,” Knowles 
said. “It was going to be 
a joke. It was on amateur 
night at The Stonewall. I 
went there for the first time 
with my friends, made all of  
my clothes and Helen Hart 
painted my face. Ever since 
then, it’s just been addict-
ing. I never knew I would be 
where I am today.”
Knowles said she was 
hired as a cast girl only two 
months after performing, 
she said she owes her inspi-
ration to a variety of  queens, 
like Helen Hart, Priscilla Di-
vine and Coko Coture — all 
of  which she saw at her first 
drag show.
She said she chose her 
name based on her child-
hood  and her idol: Beyonce.
“My first name, Olivia, 
came from the movie, ‘The 
Color Purple,’ Knowles said. 
“I remember watching this 
movie growing up, and it 
inspired me to be strong and 
stand up for what I believe 
in. My last name, Knowles, 
came from my idol (Beyonce) 
because she is a very humble 
individual, and that is what 
I portray in all that I do. I’m 
very humble and thankful.”
Since starting the art 
of  female impersonation, 
Knowles has competed in 
more than 20 pageants and 
brought home more than 10 
titles. Her most recent title 
is Miss West Virginia Pride, 
a statewide title, in June dur-
ing West Virginia’s Pride 
Week.
Keith Combs, one of  the 
owners of  The Stonewall, 
said he remembers when 
Knowles first performed.
“I remember when she 
BY JOANIE BORDERS
THE PARTHENON
Lydia Loveless, native 
of  Columbs, Ohio, will be 
showcasing her alternative 
country and rockabilly roots 
10 p.m. Saturday at the V 
Club.
Loveless is touring in pro-
motion of  her second and 
most recent record, “Inde-
structible Machine,” which 
was released in September.
 Self-proclaiming her mu-
sic as “rock n’ roll with a 
little country,” Loveless said 
she has also gained influ-
ences from punk rock and 
artists including Hank III, 
Charles Bukowski  and Brit-
ney Spears. 
“I mostly write 
songs about 
personal life,” 
Loveless 
said. “I want them to be hon-
est and passionate.”
An example of  that hon-
esty and passion, Loveless 
said one of  her newer songs, 
“Do My Best,” is about re-
gretting the past, making 
mistakes and wishing for 
better.
“It takes me a couple days 
to write a song,” Loveless 
said. “It’s like someone is 
whispering lyrics in my ear. 
They just kind of  pop into 
my head.”
Playing 
music 
since she 
was 14, 
Love-
less said 
she was 
ready to take her career to 
the next level and decided to 
sign with Bloodshot Records. 
Previously playing only short 
weekend tours, Loveless is 
now taking month-long tours 
to promote her album. After 
leaving Huntington, Love-
less will visit her hometown 
of  Columbus, Ohio, and then 
North Carolina. 
Local Kentucky act, Sasha 
Colette and the Magnolias 
will be opening the show for 
Loveless on Saturday at 10 
p.m. Tickets are $8 and avail-
able on the  V Club’s website, 
vclublive.com or at the door 
the day of  the show.
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu.
V CLUB
PERFORMANCE
ALTERNATIVE COUNTRY
MUSICIAN TO PERFORM
IN HUNTINGTON
PRIDEWEEK2012
SUBMITTED PHOTO
Olivia Knowles, female impersonator for The Stonewall nightclub, recently applied for the fifth season of “RuPaul’s Drag Race,” a reality television competition among drag queens to 
become the next drag superstar. Knowles has been performing at The Stonewall nightclub in Huntington for seven years.
FROM AMATEUR TO PROFESSIONAL 
See OLIVIA I  Page 5
One local woman
impersonator’s journey
SATURDAY 10 P.M.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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GUEST EDITORIAL BY JAKE SNYDER, SPORTS EDITOR
Long after his death, Dick Clark’s 
legacy will continue to live on
Known as “America’s oldest teenager,” television 
personality Dick Clark died Wednesday. Clark’s death 
sparked hundreds of  musicians to take to Twitter to an-
nounce their condolences toward his family. 
And while the former host of  “American Bandstand” 
and “New Year’s Rockin’ Eve” had possibly one of  the 
greatest holds on the music industry of  all time, it was 
Clark’s influence on television that should perhaps turn 
the most heads. 
Just look at his production credits, and it is easy to 
see the impact the star had on the entertainment indus-
try as a whole. Clark produced award shows such as the 
American Music Awards, Academy of  Country Music 
Awards, the Golden Globe Awards, the Family Televi-
sion Awards and the Daytime Emmy Awards –– just 
to name a few. The list goes on and on. In fact, Clark 
has 190 production credits on his resume spanning 
from 1963 through 2010. The eternal youngster hosted 
“New Year’s Rockin’ Eve” until the year 2008, at the 
age of  78. The following year, he was forced to step 
down because of  health reasons though he continued 
to produce the show and make appearances through 
2011. 
His effect on the music industry is nearly unmatched. 
When he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of  Fame in 1993, the HOF website claimed in his bi-
ography, “his weekly televised record hops — which 
predated MTV by 25 years — played an integral role 
in establishing rock and roll.” 
The biography also mentions Clark’s impact on 
black musicians, as he played R&B records on “Ameri-
can Bandstand” to put an end to “the longstanding 
practice whereby records by black artists were ‘covered’ 
in lame, sanitized versions by whiter artists.” 
Though Dick Clark will never introduce another art-
ist or bring in the New Year again, his influence on the 
industry will live long beyond his death. “America’s old-
est teenager” will never be forgotten.
WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com, click on the OPINION 
link in the navigation bar to write a letter to the editor 
and let your voice be heard.?
COLUMN
BY BISHOP NASH
THE PARTHENON
While most of  the focus 
was on the Secret Service 
picking up Colombian 
hookers last Friday, some 
actual, world-shaping re-
alities surfaced out of  the 
Summit of  the Americas in 
Cartagena. While the irreg-
ularly scheduled meeting 
allows leaders from all but 
one country in the Western 
Hemisphere to discuss a 
wide variety of  topics, one 
in particular struck me as 
foreshadowing of  United 
States’ relations in North, 
Central and South America.
That one country has 
caused the U.S. a boatload 
of  trouble in the past, and 
that same island is gar-
nering sympathy among 
left-leaning governments 
across Central and South 
America.
That country is Cuba, and 
the growing support they’ve 
been receiving in recent 
years is really just reread-
ing the writing on the wall: 
The U.S. is losing it’s grip 
on Latin America.
While his Secret Service 
was out partying, Presi-
dent Obama got an ear-full 
from leaders throughout 
the Americas about Cuba’s 
constant exclusion from the 
Summit. The communist 
island has gained a surge 
of  support throughout 
Latin America within the 
past dozen years with the 
elections of  left-wing presi-
dents such as Nicaragua’s 
Daniel Ortega, Bolivia’s 
Evo Morales and the ever-
popular Hugo Chavez in 
Venezuela.
These are elections, not 
socialism/communist revo-
lutionaries usurping power. 
This is what the people of  
Latin America want, and 
what they want is for the 
U.S. to stop playing as the 
hemispheric boss and come 
to Earth.
From Washington’s per-
spective, it’s really neither 
unpredicted nor necessarily 
that detrimental to U.S. for-
eign interests. That being 
said, the U.S. has already 
began making noticeable 
movements to expand their 
influence to a new theater, 
specifically East Asia and 
the Pacific.
As far as the US is con-
cerned, it was time for a 
change anyway. It’s not a 
sign of  American decline, 
it’s just a change in strategy. 
Latin America is becoming 
less and less dependent on 
our economy, Brazil and 
Mexico are on the rise as 
regional big shots and the 
socialist vibes flying out of  
the area have never sat well 
with U.S. government offi-
cials. It was just time for a 
change.
Obama promised change, 
and he’s carrying it all the 
way across the Pacific.
You might be think-
ing “Oh geez, not this 
crap again. We tried this 
in Vietnam.” It’s not an-
other Vietnam and it’s not 
another attempt to hold 
off  communism, or even 
terrorism for that matter. 
The move from influencing 
Latin America to the Pacific 
has little to do with national 
security, although it’s nice 
to park those troops right 
next to North Korea and 
worry China to death.
It’s all about the money, 
baby. It’s always about the 
money.
According to Reuters, the 
global economy is estimated 
to grow only 3.3 percent in 
2012. That’s slightly less 
than a snail’s pace. The Eu-
rozone is still smoldering, 
the U.S. recovery hasn’t yet 
picked up, and estimates 
suggest that growth in Asia 
will drive world economies 
into the next fiscal year.
Bingo. There’s how you 
pull the US economy out; 
piggyback the likes of  
China, Singapore, and 
Indonesia.
So how’s that going to 
happen? You can really only 
speculate, but the table is 
set for a few options. The 
most likely game plan that 
I can foresee is the U.S. 
eating up and investing in 
Asian growth before China 
can get to it first. China get’s 
most of  the credit for mas-
sive growth in the region, 
but countries like South 
Korea, India, and Vietnam 
have seen their economies 
skyrocket over the past 10 
years. For the U.S. govern-
ment and private sector 
to set up shop and heav-
ily invest time, money and 
cordiality in these areas 
could sway them to trade 
across the sea to the US 
rather than China. It’s be-
coming a similar situation 
to European colonial pow-
ers of  the 18th century 
going at it over Africa and 
the Americas.
Will this mean massive 
human rights violations 
as was committed by the 
superpowers toward their 
colonies? Probably not. 
Does it mean that the US is 
drooling over the fortunes 
to be had in Asian? Hell 
yes.
You’re going to be hear-
ing so much about U.S. 
movements in the Pacific 
over the next five years, I 
promise. Bases will be set 
up in Australia and the 
Philippines, warships will 
be stacking up in the South 
China Sea, and you’ll see 
iPhones carried down the 
streets of  Hanoi, Bangkok, 
and Kuala Lumpur.
As the great philoso-
pher Bob Dylan once 
said, “Times they are 
a’changin’.”
Bishop Nash can be 
contacted at nash24@
marshall.edu.
US foreign influence is shifting, not declining
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first came on our stage, and 
the transformation she has 
made since then is abso-
lutely phenomenal,” Combs 
said.
Knowles said the most 
memorable experience she’s 
had is being able to travel to 
Chicago for a national title.
“Being able to travel 
to Chicago for the Miss 
Continental is a huge op-
portunity,” Knowles said. 
“It costs so much money to 
be able to do it, and not a lot 
of  people are afforded that 
opportunity. I was given the 
chance my second year doing 
drag. Normally, people will 
do drag for years and have 
boobs, and I knew going in 
what kind of  pageant it was, 
and I was still an amateur.”
The Miss Continental 
pageant is considered to 
be one of  the top female 
impersonation pageants in 
the world and occurs dur-
ing Labor Day weekend each 
year. Knowles has traveled to 
Chicago and competed in the 
pageant four times since her 
career began.
Knowles said the biggest 
highlight of  her career so 
far is becoming as big as she 
has. 
“For not knowing anything 
about this when I came into 
the business and growing so 
much, it’s been a really fast 
process,” Knowles said. “I 
would have never been able 
to travel as much as I have if  
I hadn’t started doing drag.”
Knowles said if  she could 
give any advice to someone 
interested in female im-
personation, it would be to 
never stop learning.
“I learn every single day 
to this day about what I do,” 
Knowles said. “I still do 
things wrong, and I teach 
myself. I learn from Aubree, 
from Sasha, from Laya. 
When you stop learning, I 
feel that’s when your career 
stops. You become too cocky 
and become too good to take 
advice from anyone.”
Knowles said the pro-
cess of  getting ready used 
to take three hours, and 
now she can get ready in 45 
minutes. She said she re-
ally enjoys being able to sit 
backstage.
“It’s fun to sit back there 
with everyone and put on 
your makeup,” Knowles 
said. That’s the best part 
about my job — being able to 
get ready with everyone and 
the times we have backstage 
that nobody gets to see.”
She said if  she were to 
win RuPaul’s Drag Race, she 
doesn’t think she would ever 
move from Huntington.
“I know a lot of  people who 
make it big and move away,” 
Knowles said. “This is where 
I started, this is my home 
and all of  my friends and 
family live here. Why would 
I want to leave that for a 
job? Moving somewhere and 
starting over from scratch 
would be really tough, and 
I don’t believe that I have to 
move to become big.”
Whenever she travels, 
Knowles is often asked to 
perform an illusion by Be-
yonce. She said it has high 
energy, and is a real crowd 
pleaser and that some night-
clubs often require her to do 
at least one Beyonce number.
Zachary Morris can be 
contacted at Morris243@
marshall.edu.
aid would be forced to take the 
Pell from the future year, which 
would take away from the stu-
dents’ fall and spring semesters. 
Bialk and her staff  con-
tinue in the right direction, 
striving to please and work 
with any student who steps 
into their office.
Currently, the financial as-
sistance staff  is processing 
non-eligible Pell recipients 
and will then work with the 
Pell eligible students to see 
what other aid for which 
they may qualify.
Andrew Frobel can be con-
tacted at frobel@marshall.
edu.
doing some work to the show 
bar, completely redoing the 
patio outside and putting a 
new dance floor down.”
Both of the owners have also 
opened other businesses in-
cluding Slyce Pizza, which has 
locations in Huntington and 
Charleston, the @mosphere 
Ultralounge in Charleston, 
and Minibar, located in down-
town Huntington.
Combs said opening up 
a Slyce Pizza next to @mo-
sphere goes hand in hand.
“When people get done 
for the night, the minute 
they’re done, they want to 
get food,” Combs said. “We 
had the idea that if  you open 
up something right there 
they can have their food, 
they can sober up a bit and 
hang out.”
Combs said owning mul-
tiple businesses can be 
challenging.
“Where we have multiple 
businesses, it makes it hard 
to have a personal life,” 
Combs said. “When you 
have one business, it con-
sumes your life. When you 
own several, it becomes your 
life. We have never missed 
a Saturday at the Stonewall 
though since we took over in 
2004.”
Combs said his favor-
ite part about owning The 
Stonewall is seeing the peo-
ple come from all over.
“The best part is being a 
part of  the community and 
being open about it,” Combs 
said. “When we see people 
come in, they don’t come in 
just because it’s a bar — they 
come in because it’s a com-
munity. Some people come in 
and don’t drink. They come, 
they hang out and they dance 
and have fun.”
The name for the club, 
The Stonewall, refers to the 
Stonewall riots that occured 
in New York in the Green-
wich Village when a group 
of  policeman raided a gay 
club there. Members of  the 
LGBT community fought 
back against the police and 
the events have since then 
been marked as the be-
ginning of  the gay rights 
movement.
Zachary Morris can be 
contacted at Morris243@
marshall.edu.
“Every dollar raised in 
Huntington, Charleston 
or all over West Virginia 
will go straight to Invisible 
Children.”   
Event organizer Jessica 
Nicholson said she thinks 
the “Kony 2012” video will 
help increase attendance at 
the event. 
“That video has gotten 
the word out better than 
people in town could do,” 
Nicholson said. “People are 
more aware of  it and we’re 
hoping there’s going to be a 
huge turnout.”  
Sullivan said he hopes 
the controversy surround-
ing filmmaker and Invisible 
Children co-founder Jason 
Russell’s mental break down 
in March will not affect the 
event’s attendance.  
“His breakdown is unfortu-
nate and my heart goes out to 
him and his family,” Sullivan 
said. “I hope that people look 
at the movement and really 
do their own research on it.”   
The event will take place 
Friday at 5 p.m. at Harris 
Riverfront Park.  
Henry Culvyhouse can be 
contacted at culvyhouse@
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Benedum Foundation. 
“It’s real world, it’s rel-
evant, it’s hands-on and 
those are the things that 
are important in science. 
Those are the things that 
are important in school,” 
Quick-Blanco said. “You 
aren’t going to learn about 
water quality through a 
worksheet — you are go-
ing to learn by putting 
your waders on, getting 
in the creek and installing 
your very own WaterBot.” 
Hilary Freeman can be 
contact at roush89@mar-
shall.edu. 
ROBOTICS
Continued from Page 2
BY CHELSIE SCHULDIES
THE PARTHENON
The first Art Walk in 
downtown Huntington 
showcased a variety of  art-
ists from cheese vendors to 
photographers and painters 
to jewelry makers. 
Event coordinators, Chris 
Hayes and Gabriel Heater, 
said the Art Walk will become 
a monthly event, occurring 
every third Thursday. 
“The Art Walk is basically 
getting people out, getting 
the public of  Huntington 
and the local Tri-State area 
out and about and experi-
encing the different diverse 
cultures of  Huntington,” 
Heater said. “We have so 
many different people here. 
For example, I’m from Ari-
zona, and Chris is from 
Ohio. We have people from 
all different cultures, all dif-
ferent walks of  life coming 
together with the businesses 
and it is working out very 
well.”
In addition to 
co-organizing the Art Walk, 
Heater showcased some of  
his own art. 
“I have been painting for 
about four years, and I have 
been playing guitar for about 
six years,” Heater said. 
“It’s not just about paint-
ings. Painting is not just art. 
Playing guitar is art, selling 
cheese is art, food is art. 
What is not art?” 
Hayes said he has been 
part of  the art scene in Ash-
land since he received his 
first break. 
“Back in January, I started 
getting involved here in 
Huntington and several 
people would ask, ‘why 
don’t we have an art walk?’” 
Hayes said. “So I decided to 
do something about that. I 
didn’t want to just include 
the typical places you think 
of  — like galleries — when 
you think of  art.”
Hayes said he decided to 
start involving other places 
like Tahona Grille so an 
artist has an opportunity 
to present their work in a 
venue they might not other-
wise have an opportunity to 
reach. 
“Places like Tahona have 
been really excellent with 
having artists come in to 
present their stuff  and 
show support for local art-
ists,” Hayes said. “I am 
taking the broadest pos-
sible approach that I can to 
art. Immediately you think 
paint, you think photogra-
phy. But then you also have 
jewelry making, you got 
music, performance art. We 
have anybody from fledgling 
artist to several really estab-
lished artists.”
Ray Garcia, owner of  
Tahona Grille, said he 
wanted to help with the 
Art Walk because he has 
been to many art walks on 
the west coast and wanted 
an art walk brought to 
Huntington.
“One of  the first things 
me and my brother, who is 
the co-owner here at the res-
taurant and head chef  in the 
back, wanted an art walk in 
Huntington,” Garcia said. 
“So we met with a couple of  
people and jumped the idea 
around, but nobody seemed 
to do anything or was even 
excited — at least until Chris 
came along nine months 
later.”
Garcia said he was excited 
Hayes wanted to start an 
Art Walk because he, too, is 
interested in art and has a 
graphic design degree. 
“One of  the things I did for 
the walk was design the Art 
Walk logo,” Garcia said. “For 
a cause like this, I wouldn’t 
charge anything. I wanted to 
help as much as I could — es-
pecially knowing Chris was 
doing so much by himself  at 
first.”
Art Walk co-organizer, 
Heater, said he hopes the Art 
Walk will evolve to the point 
where they can block off  
streets and make it into an 
Appalachian cultural street 
fair. 
Chelsie Schuldies can be 
contacted at schuldies@
marshall.edu.
Local event shows all ‘walks’ of life
